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IMPROVEMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES BY 



DELIBERATE IANCTIONED 

HUMAN RIW1IS 'ABUSES LtAitU~tN THE S'ALVADORAN AIRFC"! (FAS) 

A- 1 I DEPARTMENT AFTER THE APPOINTMENT OF MAJOR GL :; cRMQ 
( (RH VERA) ) IN SEPTEMBER 1989. RIVERA ISSUED AN Ci-.R SHORTLY 
AFTERTAKING OVER THE A-l I THAT HE WOULD NOT CONCDNt THE 
KILLINGS AND TORTURE OF PRISONERS AND ANY A-l I , n 

CHOSE TO DO SO WOULD BY HELD ACCOUNTABLE. MAJOR MIGUcL ANTONIO 
((MOJICA)) PADILLO, SUCCEEDED RIVERA IN OCTOB ER 1990 AND 
CONTINUED HIS FAIR HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY. ■BOOTED .HAT ONE OF 
THE MAIN ‘CAUSES FOR THE A-II'S DEPARTURE FROM PAST PRACTICES IS 
■■■i iiifcSTEADFAST COUNSELLING OF U.S. POLICY AGAINST SUCH 
ImwTTlsTAND THE GROWING SUCCESS AND COMMENSURATE FAES 

AND PRIDE IN THE AIRBORNE RECONNAISSANCE PROGRAM 


PRIOR TO RIVERA'S ASSIGNEMENT TO THE A 





t . iu mn-iaaft IPIVA WAS ASSIGNED AS THE FIRST A-l I UNDER 
THE NEWLY ORGANIZEd’aIR GENERAL STAFF. THE 1 FORMAT I ON 

nF THE AIR GENERAL STAFF., THE A-l I WAS CALLED THE S-2 
SECTION.) ■ LE 1 VA HAD JUST RETURNED FROM TRAINING AT U- s * 

AIR FORCE COMMAND AND STAFF SCHOOL AND HAD EXPECTED TO BE 

ASSIGNED TO^THE MORE POWERFULL A " M 1 > T H in F i°M? P H»n T BEEN' 
dhc t t i WfiV/FVFR LEIVA*S APPOINTMENT TO A-l I I HAO BEEN 

BLOCKED BY LIEUTENANT COLONEL JUAN ANTONIO ((MARTINEZ)) VARELA, 
WHO CONVINCED THEN-FAES COMMANDER GENERAL JUAN 
THAT LEIVA WAS AN OVERLY INDEPENDENT AND AMBITIOUS OFFICER. 
WHEN VARELA WAS' ASSIGNED AS DEPUTY COMMANDER OF COMALAPA AIR 
BASE IN 1988, LEIVA CONVINCED BUSTILLO TO APPOINT HIM, AS THE 


to 








A-lll. MAJOR JORGE ALBERTQ ((QUINONES)) ROBLES WAS THEN 
ASSIGNED AS A- II . WITHIN TWO MONTHS, HOWEVER, QUI NCNES WAS 
SENT TO THE U.S. ARMY ADVANCED INFANTRY COURSE AT FORT BENN NG, 
GEORGIA SO LEIVA RETAINED CONTROL OVER THE A- 1 1 SECTION UNTIL 
THE SEPTEMBER 1989 APPOINTMENT OF MAJOR GUILLERMO cRNESTO 
((RIVERA)) RODRIQUEZ TO THE A-ll POSITION. 

LEIVA EARNED A REPUTATION AS AN AGGRESSIVE, 
INDEPENDENT, AND SOMETIMES ARROGANT OFFICER. HE HAD BEEN THE 
CATALYST FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE RAPID RESPONSE AIRMOBILE 
"LIGHTING OPERATIONS" IN 1985 AND 1986 BY LEADING BOMBING 
ATTACKS, DIRECTING^OPERVnONS FRO^THJM^ 

^SSmts^EwSrS^ffW^AN^STANOARDS) A GAINST INSURG ENTS 
OPERATING CLANDESTINELY IN URBAN AREAS. ■■■■MpEIVA HAD 
TAKEN A-LEAVE OF ABSENCE FROM THE FAES IN THE EARLY !980'S TO 
SERVE AS. ROBERTO ((O'AUBUISSON'S)) PERSONAL PILOT AND 
PARTICIPAT E IN D 1 AUBUISSON'S DEATH SQUADS (NO FURTHER 
DETAILS). MBBSPECULATEO LEIVA WAS INVOLVED IN THE PLOT TO 
ASSASSINATra?HBISHOP ROMERO WHILE WORK INfiWIT H O'AUBUISSON, 
ALTHOUGH THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO PROOF OF ■■■ALLEGATION. 

6. ■■PROVIDED SEVERAL EXAMPLES WHICH DEMONSTRATED 
LE I VA'S AGGRESSIVE AND RADICAL APPROACH TOWARD COUNTERINSURGENT 
OPERATIONS WHILE SERVING AS A-ll* 


NALLY KILLED ELEVEN 5U5PECUU UUtKK i L.1.A3 di 
THROWING^THEM BOUND BUT ALIVE FROM AN FAES C-47 A” NIGH^VER 
THE PACIFIC OCEAN UNOER ORDERS EROMLEIVA IN 1988. ■■SAID 
enno 'nc TUt DO I QnMFRR UFRF FROM A-ll HOLDING CELLS. THE 









PRISONERS AND AIRPLANES WAS CALLED "NIGHT 
FREE-FALL TRAINING" AND WAS COMMON DURING LEI VA'S TERM AS A- 1 I 
ANDA-lll. IN FACT, LEIVA EARNED A REPUTATION AS BEING THE 
SENIOR- DUTY OFFICER TO SEE TO G ET SUCH ACTIVITIES APPROVE D. jBj 

' ^^^HMgjjaHMgHk.BRAGGED 

FREE FA^^^rwTlTTTni-MI bi IONS. ~NU 
FURTHER DETAILS, WERE PROVIDED. 

"7 : ' OF THE MOST NOTORIOUS HIT MEN OF 

THE LEIvWWHfffll I SMALL HLnOEZ ((REYES)) AKA ''RAMON". RAMON 
WAS A SURVIVOR OF THE "MORAZAN COMMANDOS", A LEGENDARY SPECIAL 
UNIT BASED IN MORAZAN IN THE LATE 1970'S. RAMON WO RKED FOR 
ECHEVARRIA UNTIL HE LEFT THE A-ll IN JANUARY 1990. ■■■» 
RAMON REPORTEDLY NOW RUNS A BROTHEL IN SAN SALVADOR .”T|^»XI D 
RAMON 'WAS REPUTED TO BE A BRAVE AND RUTHLESS KILLER OK^" 
INSURGENTS AND WAS TASKEO WITH ONLY THE MOST O'^ICULT AND 
DANGEROUS MISSIONS. HE SAID RAMON WAS SENT ALONE TO KILL THREE 
ARMED GUERRILLAS SURVEILLING A-ll OPERATION JUST BEFORE THE 
1909 OFFENSIVE. DURING THE SAME PERIOD, RAMON TOOK IT UPON 
HIMSELF TO TRACK DOWN THREE ARMED GUERRILLAS WHO HAD BLOWN UP A 
BUS (AFTER CHASING AWAY THE PASSENGERS) ON WHICH HE WAS 
RIDING. RAMON FOUND THE ATTACKERS ENJOYING THEIR VICTORY IN A 
NEARBY CAFE AND DESPATCHED ALL THREE BEFORE THEY COULD DEFEND 
THEMSELVES. 


